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HT Chandigarh

GNDU prof is
UGC secretary

AMRITSAR: Jaspal Singh Sand-
hu, professor and dean of the
faculty of sports medicine and
physiotherapy at Guru Nanak
Dey University (GNDU) here, is
appointed University Grants
Commission (UGC) secretary in
New Delhi. Sandhu has held a
number of important positions
at the GNDU, where he formed
the physiotherapy and sports
medicine department. After tak-
ing over at the UGC, he said he
would continue to be part of the
university. HTC
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Indian docs

devise breast
cancer test

TIMES HEWSE NETWORK

Mew Delhi: Inamajor boost to
breast cancer treatiment in In-
dia.doctors at ATIMS and Tata
Mermorial Hospital have devel-
aped an indigenous technolo-
gvtoscreen patients fora possi-
ble spread of a twmom
Sentinel node biopsy uses a
cheaperdye—fluoresoein—to
map the spread of the timour
under ultraviolet light.

The mapping teclmique in-
volves injecting a tracer mate-
rial that helps a surgeon locate
the sentinel nodes during sur-
gery. “We have studied 40
breast cancer patientstoassess
the efficacy and safety of fluo-
rescein as an alternative meth-
o when compared to the stan-
dard methods of radiotracers
and blue dye, which are several
fimes costlier,” said Dr Amrag
Srivastava,the headof the sur-
gery department at ATIMS.
Owerall, sentinel-node ident ifi-
cat ion rate using the new tech-
nigque was 97.5%. “False nega-
five probability in this study
waszero,” Srivastava said.

The mapping is the best
way to find out if breast cancer
cells have escaped the original
tumonr and spread to nearby
Irmph nodes inthearmpit. It is
performed as part of breast
cancer surgery “Only few gov-
ermment hospitals now have
the mapping facility as the dye,
sulphur colloid, is costly,” said
a senior docton

Dr P K Julka, head of radi-
ation oncology department at
AIIMSE, added, “We have re-
cently started doing image-
guided brachytherapy”
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Student hangs self in ITT-Kharagpur hostel

TR | Mar 18, 2014, 0Lod AM IST

EBoga's death takes the suldde toll on the campus to
21 the past sir years.

KOLEATA: Holi celebrations at ITT-Kharagpur were cut short abruptly on Monday merning when an
MTech student was found hanging from the esiling fan of his hostel room. This is the 21st suicide on
carmpus in the last six years, police said.

Boga Shrawvan, 24, a resident of Madan Mohan Malaviya Hall, was found by his hostel mates around
11.30 am. The door of his room, where he lived alone, was locked from inside.

The death of Boga, described as a brilliant computer science student by ITT-Kgp authorities, sent
shaodk wawves throughout the campus.

Boga was supposed to join his mates in the Holi festivities. When he did not show up even an hour
after scheduled, hiz friends went locking for him. "He didn't answer the door, s0 we tried to break the
adjacent window. A small opening was made in the window and we found him hanging. We
immediately informed the warden, who rushed to the hostel," said Shrikant Ratula, president of the
MM Hall

Kharagpur police have taken the body in custedy and the room has been s=aled. A preliminary search
has not revealed a suicide note.

"Boga was disciplined, committed and consistent in his performance, which despite the institute's
tough assessment standards, was very good. He was academicall y oriented and had already been
offered the job of assistant professor at the Rajiv Gandhi Knowledge University of Hyderabad. He was
quite upbeat about the offer and so this sudden end completely foxes us," said ITT-Kgp registrar Tapan
Ghoshal.

Though theinstitute administration is ruling cut depression, boys in his hostel said he had gone off Facebook a year ago. "He was a regular on
Facebook but suddenly he had taken himself off and had even stopped interacting on other social networking sites or wa email," said a hostel mate.

Boga's death takes the suicide toll on the campus to 21 in the past six years. It was not this bad even 10 years ago, said worried key members of the
administration. A counselling centre, staffed with three psychologists and analysts, are trying to intervene at the earliest stages of depression. At the
moment, more than 200 students are seeing doctors.

"For four years, from classes I¥ to XIT, kids are made to go to coaching centres and tutors like machines so they are able to crack OT-JEE. They slog for
more than 16 hours a day. When we get these students in the first year of BTech, they are comnpletely drained and are not in a mental state to absorb any
of the intensive teaching that happens in a specialized campus like IIT-Kgp. Their grades fall. In any given vear, at least 30% of the students report
failing grades and 10% drop out of the system. Maturally, they are depressed," said a senicr teacher of the material science department.

Parsonal problems like relationship issues do crop up at times, but they are not the primary reason for depression on carnpus. "Almost every child is
mechanically coached to crack ITT-JEE even if s/he does not have the aptitude for it. MNaturally, fear and disinterest grows. Unless you are cut cut for
engineering, vou will find focusing on such coaching extrerely difficult," said dean of students M R Mondal.
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Singapore university confers honorary degree on Ratan Tata

By PTI] 17 Mar, 2014, 05.10PM IST Post a Cormment

SINGAPORE India's leading industrialist Ratan Tata was today conferred with a honorary
degree of Doctor of Business by a Singaporean university for his achievements as a
wisionary entrepreneur and a societal leader.

The honorary degree was jointly presented to Tata, Chairman Emeritus of the Tata Group,
by Singapore's Minister for Education Heng Sweet Keat and Singapore Management
niversity President Amoud De Meyer at a ceremony here.

The ceremony, which was followed by a dialogue with Tata, was attended by about 100
guests, including India's High Commissioner to Singapore s Vijay Thakur Singh and Skl

Senior Fellow and former Singapore President S R Mathan. Ratan Bita wastoday conferred with @ honorary degree of
Doctor of Busine ss by @ Shgaporean anive rsfy for bis

) o achievements as g vislonary entreprenelr and g socketal
The honorary degree acknowledges the 76-year-old's achievements as a visionary eader

entreprensur, a socistal leader and an astute businessman.
In 2008, the Singapore government awarded Tata the 2007 Honorary Citizen award for his ET SPEQIAL:. .

Save precious time tracking your
waluable contribution to the country's growth and development. imvestments

"Tata is an eminent individual who has exhibited true distinction in business and
philanthropy and who has strong and active connections with ShU both directly and through his organisations.

This award recognises the aspirations, values and ideals that he and his organisations share with our University," said Ho kwon Ping,
Chairman of SMU Board of Trustees.

In his acceptance speech, Tata said: "l am pleased to receive this award from the Singapore Management University. | am happy to
despen my relationship with Singapore, and for this opportunity to be able to further engage, nurture and inspire bright university students

in Asia to be responsible business leaders who will lead the way in global development in future "

Shil said close to 100 varsity students have benefited from internship opportunities in the Tata Group's companies over the last nine
years through the ShU-Tata relationship.
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In US, super-rich
footing science
research bill

William J Broad

ast April, US President

Obama assembled

some of the nation's
most august scientific digni-
taries in the East Room of
the White House. ™ He spole
of using technological inno-
wvation “to grow our econo-
my” and unveiled “the next
oreat American project™: a
$100 million Imtative to
probe the mysteries of the
human brain.

Along the way he n-
voked the government's
leading role in a history of
acientific glories. The Brain
initiative, as he describedit,
would be a continuation of
that grand tradition, an am-
bitious rebuttal to deep cuts
in federal financing for sci-
cntificrescarch.

Absent from his narra-
tive, though, was the back
story one thatunderscoresa
profound  change taking
place in the way science is
paid for and practised in the
118, In fact, the government
initiative grew outof richly
financed private research: A
decade before, Paul G Allen,
a cofounder of Microsoft,
had setupa brainsciencein-
stitute in Seattle, towhichhe
donated $300 million, and
Fred Kavli,atechnologyand
real estate billionaire, had
then established braininsti-
tutes at Yale, Columbia and
the University of Califor-
nia. Scientists from those
philanthropies, in turn, had
helped devise the Obama ad-
ministration’s plan.

American science 1s in-
creasingly becoming a pri-
wate enterprise. In Washing-
ton, budget cuts have left the
nation’s research complex
reeling. Labs are closing.
Seilentists are beng laid off.
Yet from Silicon Valley to
Wall Street, science philan-
thropyis hot, asmany of the
richest Americans seek to
reinvent themselves as pa-
trons of social progress
through science research.

The superrich have
mounted a private war on
diseasze, with new protocols
that break down walls be-
tween academia and indus-

Bill Gates isamong the leading
science philanthropists

tryto turn basic discoveries
into  effective  treatments.
They have rekindled tradi-
tions of scientific explora-
tion by financing hunts for
dinosaur bones and giant
seacreatures, They areeven
beginning to challenge
Washington in the costly
gameof bigscience, with in-
novative ships, undersea
craft and giant telescopes —
as well as the first private
missiontodespspace,

The new philanthropists
represent the breadth of
American business, people
like Michael B Bloomberg,
the former New York mayor
{and founder of the media
company that bears his
name), James Simons
(hedge funds) and David H
Koch (oil and chemicalsy,
among hundreds of wealthy
donors. Especially  promi-
nent, though, are some of
the boldestface names of
the tech world, among them
Bill Gates (Microsoft), Erie
E 8chmidt({Coogle) and Law-
rence.J Ellison (Oracle).

This is philanthropy in
the age of the new economy
— financed with its outsize
riches, practised according
to its individualistic, entre-
preneurial creed. Yet that
personal setting of priori-
ties 1s precisely what trou-
bles some in the science es-
tablishment.

Many of the patrons,
they say are ignoring basic
research —the kind that in-
wvestigates the riddles of na-
ture and has produced cen-
turies of breakthroughs —
for a jumble of popular feel-
good fields like environmen-
tal studies and space explo-
TaTlON. MY THEWSSERVICE
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